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The Committee appointed by the Statistical Society 
of Manchester, to prosecute an inquiry into the 
state of education in the Borough of Bury, beg to 
lay before the Society the result of their labours. 

The Borough of Bury, comprising the Township 
of that name and a portion of the adjoining Town^ 
ship of Elton, contained, in 1831, a population of 
17,960; which is now estimated at 20,000. The 
numbers at present attending the different Schools 
in the Borough, are 5,727 : — of whom, 
1503 or 7.5 per cent of the population, attend Day 

and Evening Schools only. 
1122 or 5.6 attend both Day and Sunday 

Schools. 
3102 or 15.6 attend Sunday Schools only. 

5727 or 28.6 



Of these 5727 Scholars, about 1427 are either 
imder the age of five years, or above that of fifteen. 
Thus only 4300 children between the ages of five 
and fifteen are under course of instruction in Bury, 
out of the total number of 5000 estimated to be 



between those years, leaving about 700 children 
who are receiving no instruction whatever. 

In comparing the returns made to Government 
under Lord Kerry'9 motion, with the results of the 
present inquiry, the Committee find an error in the 
former, of 19 Schools containing 861 Scholars ; — 
the pubUshed abstract showing only 54 Schools 
with 595S Scholars, instead of 73 Schools with 6419 
Scholars — the number the^n actually in existence. 
But as the Government returns include the whole, 
and the Committee's only a part of Elton Town- 
ship, the real error wiU have been still greater than 
the apparent one. 



The Committee beg to offer a few remarks on 
each different class of Schools they have examined:— 

DAME SCHOOLS. 

These Schools, which are 30 in number, and con- 
tain 840 Scholars, profess, for the most part, to 
teach reading, sewing, and knitting ; and, though 
equally inefficient for the real purposes of education, 
appear generally to be in neater order, and better 
localities, than the corresponding class in Manches- 
ter. Both the Mistresses and the Parents seem to 
regard them rather as asyliuns for mischievous and 
troublesome children, than as actual seminaries of 



instraction, which iadeed the &uperintendente ar6 
seldom qualified to render them. 

Of the teadiers of Dame Sqhools, only two state 
themselves to have be^ir educated for the pirofession ; 
and no fewer than eight have other avocations, 
which they pursue even during school hours, and 
in some instances in an adjoining room ; and very 
few of them allow the duties which they owe to 
their scholars to interfere with their household oc- 
cupations. Two were found washing in the school- 
room ; one, who was a milk seller, kept his milk 
cans in the schboWoom, and his scholars amused 
themsdves with dabbling therein; another, who 
was a hat maker, was occupied in baking bread in 
a little back room from which he could overlook 
the children. When a remark was made respecting 
the loss which his various employments must oc- 
casion to those committed to his charge, he repUed, 
" It is not much they lose, for it is not a great deal 
I am able to teach them." 

Two of these schools had nearly all the children 
asleep on the forms or on the floor, and one of the 
Mistresses observed by way of apology, " They are 
better so than awake." 

The remuneration to the Teachers of these 
Schools is, indeed, too insignificant to admit of 
their being conducted on a much better system, as 
the whole receipts do not average more than <£19. 
per annum ; and even of this scanty income a part 
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is generally lost, owing to the difficulty of procuring 
regular payments from the children. 

In many of these Schools no books are to be 
found, and in all they are very insufficient ; — and, 
as in Manchester, the Committee have again to 
remark, *' that these Schools afford no instruction 
deserving of the name."' 

COMMON DAY SCHOOLS. 

In these Schools rather more actual instruction 
is conveyed than in those last mentioned ; but the 
mode of teaching is extremely imperfect, and the 
subjects of it are very limited. Most of them are re- 
ported in the tables as teaching reading, writing, 
arithmetic and grammar ; but it must be borne in 
mind that a very small proportion of the scholars 
learn all these. The lowest forms are invariably 
the best filled ; and in these only reading is taught, 
and perhaps an answer or two each week out of the 
Church catechism. When to this fact is added the 
consideration, that the children are taken from 
School as soon as their parents can find any eligi- 
ble situation for them, it will be evident that Schools 
thus conducted can add but little to the amount of 
popular education. 

The Masters, generally, are little quaUfied for 
their task, and little interested in it. None appear 
to have undertaken it from a conviction of their 



fitness for it ; only two profess to have been edu- 
cated for the employment ; and six follow other 
occupations, among which we find enumerated 
those of a pawnbroker, a hatter, and a dyer. Their 
yearly average receipts amount to <£62., a smaller 
STun than common industry would procure for them 
in many mechanical and manufacturing employ- 
ments. As long as this continues to be the case, 
we can scarcely expect any material amendment in 
the character of their schools. 

There is seldom any attempt made to explain to 
the children the meaning of what they read, or in- 
deed to advance at all beyond the merely mechani- 
cal part of education. One Master, who professed 
to instruct his scholars in reUgion and morals, was 
asked what method he pursued for the former ; 
when he repUed, " I hear them their catechism 
once a week /* and to the question, how he taught 
morals ; ''I tell 'em to be good lads, you know, 
and mind what I say to 'em, an^ so on." 

On the whole, all that the children can be said 
to acquire in these schools, are reading and the 
rudiments of accounts ; and for these they pay on 
an average 8d. a week. 

SUPERIOR PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

Of these, the Borough of Bury contains 8 Schools, 
with 174 Scholars ; but it did not enter into the 



plan of the Committee to inquire minutely into 
their management. 

ENDOWED AND CHARITY SCHOOLS. 

Of Schools which are endowed, or supported 
wholly, or in part, by charity, the Borough of Bury 
contains only 4, with 409 Sdiolars. 

I. The National School was founded in 1748, 
by the Rev. — Stanley, tlien Hector of Bury, and 
has since been supported by bene^sictions and sub- 
scriptions, aided by a grant from Government. Af 
present it provides for the ^ducatiioh of 280 chil- 
dren : the boys are taught reading, writing and 
arithmetic ; and the giiis learn sewing and knitting 
in addition. The admission is entirely free ; and 
the limits of age are from six to thirtieen years. 

The plan of instruction followed is that which 
bears Dr. Bell's name ; and as the school is under 
the vigilant superintendence of thfe Rector and other 
Clergymen, and the Master is really interested in 
his occupation, the education, especially in arith- 
metic, is as efficient as any merely nlechanical sys- 
tem can be made ; but the Coihmittee regret to 
state that here, as in Manchester, the short time 
which the sdiolars continue in the school,* (not- 



** Two-thirds leave in less than a year, to go to occupations by which they 
can assist their parents with some trifling earnings. 
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withfitatiding the bonus of gratuitous clothing to 
those who have remained eighteen months,) tnoet 
^eitously impairs the practical utility of the Insti- 
tution. ^ 

IL Thb Free Grammar School is supported 
by an endowment, bearing date in the year 1736, 
and at present contains 78 boys, of whom 8 are 
private pupils of the Head Mast^. It is conducted 
by two Masters, and divided into an upper and 
lower school ; there being 18 boys in the upper, 
and 60 in the lower school. The instruction in the 
former is chiefly confined to the classics and mathe- 
matics ; and in the latter, reading, writing, arithme- 
tic, grammar and geo^aphy are taught. The Mas- 
ters are allowed to take into their houses a limited 
number of private pupils ; and at present the Head 
Master avails himself <^ this privilege. Tlie scholars 
are chiefly children of respectable parents ; but the 
conductor of the institution states that " it will be 
found that the children of almost all persons in the 
town above the working class ^ have been for a longer 
or shorter time at the Grammar School." 

A Library is attached to the school ; and the 
Superintendents are about to make an appUcation 
to the Trustees to provide '* a philosophical appa- 
ratus, to illustrate a weekly lecture on the elements 
of science." 

The admission is free to all parishioners of Bury, 
but school dues are paid, to the amount of 18i. 

B 
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per annum^ in the upper school ; and 10*. 6d. in 
the lower.* 

III. The same benevolent individual who •en- 
dowed the Grammar School, bequeathed also a 
certain sum for the education of ten poor girls, 
parishioners of Bury, in reading, writing and ac- 
counts. The education of these girls is, however, 
confined to reading and sewing, and is entrusted 
(under the superintendence of a lady in the town) 
to a woman who has eighty-three other scholars 
under her charge. 

IV. The School at Hudcarr Works educates at 
present 41 children, from the ages of three to seven 
years, in reading, writing, arithmetic and sewing. 
The owners of the works provide a school-room 
and the necessary books, and give the Mistress a 
small weekly salary, in addition to the payments 
she receives from her scholars. 

INFANT SCHOOLS. 

Of these there are at present only two, contain- 
ing 240 children. Both are conducted on Mr. 



* Those who have been seven years in the school are at liberty to apply for 
an apprentice fee, as provided by the endowment ; and one or more boys an- 
nually receive it. Exhibitions are also provided by the endowment, for the 
more meritorious scholars, if parishioners ; but ten years have now elapsed since 
any has been given, no parishioners having applied. The amount of the exhi- 
bition is i&25. per annum, and it may be held seven years. 
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Wilderspin's plan. One of them, whick is destine4 
to serve as a Day School also, has only been lately 
established, by the aid of private subscriptions and 
a grant from jGrovernment ; the other is supported 
by the Independents. The children pay 2d. a 
week ; the schools are rapidly increasing their 
numbers, and will, it is to be hoped, be speedily 
followed by other estabUshments upon a similar 
principle. 

EVENING SCHOOLS. 

The Evening Schools, (six in number, with 151 
scholars,) are, in their way, amongst the most useful 
existing. They are chiefly occupied in teaching 
writing and arithmetic to those who are employed 
during the day in factories or other manual labour ; 
and as none attend them who do not really wish to 
learn, the progress of the scholars is unusually rapid. 
There are also seven Evening Schools connected 
with Sunday Schools, containing 385 scholars, to 
which the same remarks will apply. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

These Schools are twelve in number ; of which 
three are connected with Factories ; and, as in 
Manchester, they comprise more than half the total 
number of children under process of education. 
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The instractioh is oonfined to reading and religion^ 
except in thi'ee which teach writing, and cue which 
teaches writing and arithmetic. The remarks made 
under this head, in the Manchester Report, are 
equally applicable here ; and the Committee have 
only one material difference to point out, viz., that 
the schools seem to be better supplied with teach- 
ers in Bury than in Manchester. The average 
number of scholars to each teacher is seven in Bury, 
and twelve in Manchester. 



In conclusion, the Committee wish to remark, 
that, although a very small proportion of the youth- 
M population of Bury is destitute of the means of 
instruction,* and although the condition of the 
schools generally is more satisfkctc^ than in Man*^ 
Chester, they are under the necessity of repeating 
their conviction, previously expressed,-^that the 
instruction conveyed in the various sehools, is 
highly defective and inefficient ;^^that the teachers 
are, for the most part, little qualified for the im- 
portant task they have undertaken ; and that until 
a class of persons are expressly educated for the 
profession, and can obtain a sufficient income from 



* A new School of considerable size is now in progress, intended to be con- 
ducted on the plan ot the National Schools. 
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their labours to stimulate and reward exertion, the 
number of schools may be increased, and the funds 
for supporting them provided, but the actual nature 
of the instruction commumoated to the children of 
the poor,- will remain discreditable to the country, 
and inefficient for the purposes of good. 



APPENDIX. 

THE FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

Was founded by the Rev. Roger Kay, M. A., Prebend of Salis- 
bury, and endowed, 6th of May, 1726, with the estate of Chad- 
wick, parish of Rochdale, and a rent charge of £25. yearly on the 
estate of Ewood, in the parish of Whalley, vested in thirteen 
Trustees, six being Laymen, " living in constant communion 
with the Church of England," and seven being Clergymen, 
Vicars or Rectors within ten miles of Bury. Vacancies in their 
body are filled up by the surviving Trustees. 

The Trustees appoint th% Master ; and they, in conjunction with 
the Master, appoint the Usher. The Trustees have power to 
remove the master in case of his breaking the rules, or being 
guilty of heresy or misconduct ; and the masters and ushers va- 
cate their employment by accepting the curacy of the Parish 
Church, or a living of the value, in case of the master, of £100., 
in case of the usher, of £50. They are, however, not restricted 
from serving a Chapel of Ease in the parish. 

The Trustees have power to lay out at interest surplus funds 
upon approved security, to increase the salaries of the master and 
usher, to increase the payments to the exhibitioners, and apprentice 
fees, and to furnish the study of the school with useful books ; 
also,' as jQie money still increases, to dispose of it in all future 
time for the good of the school, as they, in their wisdom, shall 
think best.* A true copy of the original deed of settlement, and 
of the statutes, is ordered to be fairly written on parchment, and 

* The funds are improving in consequence of coal having been found on the 
estate. 
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lodged in the Lord Bishop of Chester's registry, that every one 
may see whether the Trustees and Governors act well in every 
part as they ought. 

The regulations of the* trust farther provide, that a school he 
huilt, and houses for the master «nd usher he purchased, and kept 
in repair out of the funds. . They require the master to he a gra- 
duate of Oxford or Camhridge, and to he skilled in Greek, Latin 
imd Hehrew, (giving him a year to acquire the latter.) His 
salary is not to he less than £50. per annum, payahle quarterly. 

The usher must he competent to teach writing and arithmetic, 
and is to he under the control of the master, and to teach writing 
iand arithmetic to all such poor hoys, and the Founder's relations, 
as the master, at the desire of their parents, shall appoint. He 
is to receive not less than £20. yearly, payahle quarterly.* 

No hoy is to he admitted unless he can read well ; and there is 
a payment of 2s, 6d, to the master, or Is. to the usher, as en- 
trance money, with sundry other small gratuities. The school is 
free to all boys whose parents reside in the parish of Bury» 
whether they were bom there or not, and to the Founder's rela- 
tions. The master may make his own terms with all other boys, 
when there is room for them in the school without interfering 
with the accommodations of those entitled to free admission. The 
Trustees have the power to limit the numbers. 

The master, usher and scholars are required to attend Church 
on Sundays and holidays — a proper form of prayer is to be used 
every morning — the Church catechism must be taught and ex- 
plained, and regular religious instruction must be given at least 
once a week. The master is likewise ordered to beget in the 
minds of his scholars a true sense of the great duty of Church 
communion, and the great danger and evil of separation. 

Four pounds a year are to be given to the master for books, 
as prizes, of which a proportion equal to the value of £1. is to be 
appropriated to the poor boys under the usher's care. Seven 

• The salary of the Master is ig'200. The salary of the Usher is £100. 
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|)ouiidB, to be increased ab tiie fonds permit to at least ten, is 
ordered to be api^ied to apprenticiiig one of the Foniider*^ rda- 
tions, or a poor scholar, to some trade. The Trustees to select 
him £rom those reported by the master as qualified. 

Two exhibitions^ of not less than £10. per annum each> are 
granted to scholars at St. John's or at Brazenoose, and may be 
held till the ezbibitioBers are of sevea years standing in the Uni- 
vf rsitf , or obtain one of Hulme's esdiibitions, or a fellowship. 
The appointments are to be made by the Trustees, at their vtsita^ 
tiOQs. Every exhibitioner, when appoinledi is to make • solemn 
promise to give a present to the funds of the eobool» within seven 
yeai^ after coining to good preferment^ (by which a hundred a 
yean or upwards is meant.) 

A deed, dated 29th April, 1739, orders t^ pocnr girls, bom in 
the parish of Bury, (orphans to have the presence,) to be in* 
atructed by the usher (or by the master of the children in the 
Court-house, he being paid by the master and usher, who w^ to 
have the girls in particular care,) in reading* writing and accounts, 
so as to fit thetn for trade or service. The giils are to pay nothing 
but 6d, yearly for windows. 

Five pounds a year is charged upon an estate in Badoli&, to 
apprentice, yearly, a girl out of the school. 
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DAY AND EVENING SCHOOLS IN THE BOROUGH OF BURY. 



Table L 

summart of schools, and of children receiving education, exclusive of 
sunday schools, and of evening schools attached to them. 
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Table II. 



STATEMENT OF THE MODE IN WHICH THE SCHOOLS ARE SUPPORTED. 
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DAY AND EVENING SCHOOLS IN THE BOROUGH OF BURY. 



Table III. 

STATEMENT OF THE WEEKLY CHARGE FOR INSTRUCTION IN 
EACH CLASS OF SCHOOLS. 



Weekly charge in 

Averageweekly charge in. . 


Dame 
Schools. 


Common 

Boys* 
Schools. 


Common 

Girls' 
Schools. 


In&nt 
Schools. 


Evening 
Schools. 
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I .... 8 


18choolsd({ 

1 :::: f 

8 .... 8 
2 .... 84 
4 .... 10 
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1 .... 44 
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USchoolsS 


4 Schools 84 


2 Schools 2 


6Schools5 



In the Dame Schools, the highest charge made in each case, for instruction in 
reading and needlework, is taken in forming the above Table. 

In Common Boys* and Girls* Schools, the highest charge, for instruction in read- 
ing, writing, and arithmetic, has been taken — ^an additional charge is usually 
made for instruction in any other subjects, as grammar and geography ; but the 
cases in which any other 8ul]gect is taught are few. 



Table IV. 

STATEMENT OF THE AGES OF THE CHILDREN. 
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488 
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DAY AND EVENING SCHOOLS IN THE BOROUGH OF BURY. 



Tablb V. 



SUBJECTS PROFESSED TO BE TAUGHT IN EACH CLASS OF SCHOOLS. 
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Table VI. 



METHOD OF INSTRUCTION PROFESSED TO BE PURSUED. 



The Scholars are classed in 

Monitorial system adopted in 

Child"* questioned on what they learn 
There are appointed Visitors in ... . 
There are periodical examinations in 

Out of the total number of 


■it 


|i 


i^ 

J^ 




5^ 


II 
5| 


^1 


II 


1 


30 


6 

ii 

13 


3 
4 


1 
1 
2 

2 


3 
6 

6 


2 
2 
2 
2 

2 


2 
1 
3 
2 
3 

4 


2 
6 


19 
4 

24 
4 
3 

67 



Maps and Globes are used in 7 Schools. 
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N. B. One School only, with 78 Scholars, has a Lending Library attached. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN THE BOROUGH OF BURy. 



Tablb I. 



Bf LiOIOUS DENOI^KA;riONS. 






II 



O O 

a o 

Is 



Chur(^ Establishment , 

Connected with Factories 

Inde]>endent 

Wesleyan (and PrinQtiiVe Metjiodjist) 

Methodist N6w Connexion 

Unitarian 

Catholic 



456 
240 
390 
392 
196 
150 
75 



557 
282 
510 
500 
216 
180 
80 



1013 



740 370 



73. 



522 448 



149 85.8 



900 
892 



840 
780 



412 400 



330 
155 



250 
110 



420 
390 
400 
250 
110 



93.3 

87.4 

97.1 

7«u 

71. 



Total 12 1899 2325 4224 3568 297 84.5 



Age of Sunday Scholors, under 5 years. ..... 256 

between 5 and 15 . . 3219 

above 15 years .... 749 

ALL THS8> SCHOOLS AKS VKH. 



Table II. 








DATE 
WHEN ESTABLISHED. 


1 





4 

3 


1 

G 



1 


< 


I9 and before 1820 

1821 to 1830 


7 
4 

1 


1342 
299 

258 


1731 
337 
257 


3073 
636 
515 


2719 
505 
344 


Since 1830 




Total 


12 


1899 


2325 


4224 


3568 



n 
o 

o 
o 

w -^ 
* S 



^ 8 -a. 



O 
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GO 
< 



H 


•8J«ioqDS 


389 
2267 
1568 


s 

•^ 


•siooqos 


C4 >0 >0 


04 
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•smoqos 








•siooqos 


" 


'^ : 


, 1-4 


New 
Connexion 
Methodists. 


•8x«ioqog 




1-4 • 




•siooqos 




: - : 


»H 


s 

1 


•sxBloqas 




: : i 


eo 


•siooqag 




• »H 


»-4 


Wesleyan 
and Prim. 
Methodists. 


•sxiqoqos 




00 


s 

00 


•siooqas 




»-l »H 


09 


1 

1 

•-• 


•8iB[oqog 
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o • 
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•siooqog 




o« 


04 


Connected 

with 
Factories. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN THE BOROUGH OF BURY. 



Table V. 



SUBJECTS TAUQHT. 



SUBJECTS TAUGHT. 


Schools 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Average 
attend- 
ance. 


Readinir taiurht. in.. ...••>...••• 


12 


1899 


2325 


4224 


3568 


Readinir not tauirht. in t**** 


Total 


12 


1899 


2325 


4224 


3568 




WritinflT taucht. in 


4» 
8 


767 
1132 


929 
1396 


1696 
2528 


1486 
2082 


Writing not taufirhL in 


Total 


12t 


1899 


2325 


4224 


3568 




Arithmetic tauffhL in 


n 

11 


150 
1749 


180 
2145 


330 
3894 


250 
3318 


Arithmetic not taught, in 

Total 


12§ 


1899 


2325 


4224 


3568 




Religion and Moral duties taught, in 


12 


1899 


2325 


4224 


3568 



7 Sunday Schools have a Leading Library attached. 
7 Ditto ditto Benefit Society ditto. 



* Wesleyan, New Connexion Methodists, Unitarian and Pimhole Sunday Schools. 
t To 7 of these Schools Evening Schools are attached, where 385 of the Children 
learn to write. — See Table, 

X Unitarian. 

§ To 7 of these Schools Evening Schools are atteched.--<foe Table. 
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RELIGIOUS 
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GENERAL SUMMARY OF SCHOOLS AND SCHOLAR^ 



POPULATION ESTIMATED TO BE 20,000. 



DESCRIPTION OF SCHOOLS. 



SuNDAT Schools , 



Church Of England. . . /Connected with Churches. . 
^ \ Connected with Factories. . . 

Roman Catholic 

Dissenters 



J 



Total. 



Returned also as Day or Evening Scholars. 
Receiving Sunday School tuition ofUy 



fDame Schools 

'^Supported by Parents. < Common Boys' and Girls' Schools 

(^Superior Private and Boarding Schools 



Day Schools 






Assisted by Charity. . {|£l!S^ ^"i, ] 

r National School 

Entirely Free < Free Grammar School . . . 

(^School in Bolton Street . 



Total. 



Evening Schools, exclusive of those attached to Sunday Schools 



Total Number of Schools and Scholars. 



Evening Schools attached to Sunday Schools. 



Average attendance at Sunday Schools. 



}• THE BOROUGH OF BURY, LANCASHIRE, IN JULY, 1835. 



SCHOLARS. 


PER CENTAOE. 


AOE. 


SBX. 


Total. 


ro the total 

population 

estimated at 


Of the whole 
number of 
Scholars. 


Of the whole 

number of 

Sunday 

Scholars. 




Between 
5 and 16. 


Aboye 15. 


Male. 


Female. 


Under 5. 


20,000 


122 
47 
20 
67 


582 

401 

115 

2121 


309 

74 

20 

346 


456 

240 

75 

1128 


557 

282 

80 

1406 


1013 
522 
155 

2534 


5.08 

2... 

.78 
12.87 


17.89 

9.11 

2.71 
44.2 8 


23.9 8 

12.36 

3.8 7 

60.0 


256 


3219 


749 


1899 


2325 


4224 
1122 


21.1 a 

5.8, 


73.78 

19.80 


100. oo 


6.o8pc 


76.9 ipc 


17.7spc 


44.9 8pc 


55.o4pc 


























3102 


15.S1 


54.18 




650 
717 
156 


12 
12 


258 

535 

51 


582 
273 
123 


190 

79 

6 


840 
808 
174 


4.ao 

4.04 
.8 7 


14.87 

14.1, 

3.0 3 


275 

192 

21 


1523 
51 
20 
280 
70 
10 


24 

"s 


844 

137 

14 

180 

78 


978 

106 

27 

100 

10 


1822 

243 

41 

280 

78 
10 


9.,i 

1.22 
• 9 

1.40 
.8 9 
.0 5 


31.8, 
J 4.9 8 

> 6.43 


488 


1954 


32 


1253 


1221 


2474 


12.3 7 


43. ao 


19.73pc 


78.98PC 


l.aspC 


50.o5pc 


49.3 spc 


151 


.75 


2.84 


•• 


52 


99 


100 


51 




34.44pc 


65.6 opc 


66i pc 


3Z^ pc 




























5727 


28.83 


100. 












•- 


211 


174 


192 


193 


385 


1.9a 


6.7a 




54.8 pc 


45. a pc 


49.8 7pc 


SO.iapC 


3568 
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